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Recommendations

The BPAC ranked the Coastal Georgia Greenway as the top priority bicycle facility to be

developed in the region. The proposed regional facility connects the three MPOs, rural areas and

the adjoining states. The committee supports the designation of much of Highway 17 and portions

of Highway 99 as the Coastal Georgia Greenway, and advocates the construction of 4-ft paved

shoulders for improved bicycle accommodation. Local governments are encouraged to identify

locations where sidewalks or shared use paths may also be developed in the Highway 17 and

Highway 99 corridors.

An analysis of roadway characteristics data from GDOT shows that most of the state bicycle routes

in Coastal Georgia lack adequate paved shoulders. Implementation of shoulder improvements will

benefit motorists and bicyclists alike, improving safety for all roadway users. Priorities should be

established for implementation of the shoulder improvements with initial segments implemented on

the Highway 17/Altamaha Scenic Byway in Glynn and McIntosh counties and on segments with

high traffic volumes and concentration of trip attractors.

Existing Plans

Coastal Georgia Greenway

The Coastal Georgia Greenway Alternative report was completed in December 2003. The report

was prepared by Jo Hickson, ASLA, as an approach for that portion of the ‘East Coast Greenway’

in Georgia. The East Coast Greenway is a private initiative promoting a largely off-road bicycle

and pedestrian facility linking Calais, Maine with Key West, Florida. The Coastal Georgia

Greenway Alternative proposal is analyzed in Chapter 6.

The Chatham County Bikeway Plan was prepared and adopted by the Chatham County – Savannah

Metropolitan Planning Organization (MPO) and is the most comprehensive of the local

government bicycle and pedestrian plans in the coastal region.

The third document is a study prepared for Glynn County by a consultant, PBS&J. While the study

is over 10 years old and was not adopted by the local governments, the recommended bike routes

and pedestrian facilities are recognized as such by the Brunswick – Glynn County MPO.

Jordan, Jones & Goulding, Inc. (JJG) prepared the Camden County Comprehensive Transportation

Plan, which addresses bicycle and pedestrian transportation policies and programs in an appendix.

The recommended bicycle and pedestrian projects in this plan are primarily those included in the

Coastal Georgia Greenway Alternative.

Statewide Bike Route Network

In August 1995 the State Transportation Board adopted seven goals to guide the development and

implementation of a statewide bicycle and pedestrian system:

1. Promote bicycling and walking as mobility options in urban and rural areas

2. Develop a transportation network of primary bicycle routes throughout the state to provide

connectivity for intrastate and interstate bicycle travel

3. Promote the establishment of US numbered bicycle routes in Georgia as part of a national

network of bicycle routes

4. Encourage economic development opportunities that enhance bicycle and pedestrian mobility

5. Promote non-motorized transportation as a means of congestion mitigation

6. Promote non-motorized transportation as an environmentally friendly means of mobility

7. Promote connectivity of non-motorized facilities with other modes of transportation

The DOT board approved a Statewide Route Network document on August 21, 1997. It established a network of 14 state bicycle routes based on input from a statewide advisory committee who evaluated each proposed corridor and defined the routes. State bicycle routes in the coastal region are:

􀂃 Bike Route 10 called ‘Southern Crossing’ runs west from Jekyll Island to Waynesville,

Atkinson and Nahunta in adjoining Brantley County.

􀂃 Bike Route 35 called ‘March to the Sea’ runs west from downtown Savannah. It joins Bike Route 40 near Bloomingdale. The next stand-alone section of Bike Route 35 runs northwest from Denmark through Statesboro in Bulloch County to Rocky Ford in Screven County and on to Millen in adjoining Jenkins County.

􀂃 Bike Route 40 called ‘TransGeorgia’ runs northwest from the southern Bulloch County adjoining Candler County.

􀂃 Bike Route 85 called ‘Savannah River Run’ runs in a north from Bike Route 95 in Springfield in Effingham County through Shawnee, on through Newington and Sylvania in Screven County before intersecting Bike Route 35 in Jenkins.

􀂃 Bike Route 95 called ‘Coastal’ runs north from the Georgia – Florida state line in Camden County to the Georgia – South Carolina state line in Effingham County. Georgia Bike Route 95 connects to the Florida Coastal Bike Route on US Highway 17 and continues north on Highway 17 and roughly parallels Interstate 95 until it turns onto SR 119 in Effingham County, which it follows into South Carolina on their “Coastal Route”.

Analysis of Coastal Georgia Greenway Proposal

The Coastal Georgia Greenway Alternative report was completed in December 2003. It was prepared by Jo Hickson, ASLA working with the Coastal Georgia Greenway Steering Committee.  The proposed Coastal Georgia Greenway (CGG) lies within Bryan, Camden, Chatham, Glynn, Liberty, and McIntosh counties. All six counties are within the area served by the Coastal Georgia Regional Development Center.

The CGG proposal calls for a 152 mile long facility through coastal Georgia connecting to the East Coast Greenway in South Carolina and Florida. The East Coast Greenway is a proposed continuous bicycle and pedestrian facility from Calais, Maine to Key West, Florida.  The Coastal Georgia Greenway proposal (Hickson 2003) predominantly follows US Highway 17.  Some of these segments are proposed to be shoulder bikeway, while others are proposed to be developed as shared use path within the US Highway 17 right of way as shown on the map 6. The main line greenway consists of 72 miles of on-road segments (47 percent) and 80 miles of off-road segments (53 percent) as shown in Table 11. The proposed on-road segments generally are 4 to 5 foot wide paved shoulders on both sides of the existing road. The off-road segments of the proposed greenway are 10 foot wide shared-use paths. In many instances, the off-road segments follow the old roadbed. Several spur segments are also included in the greenway as most recently proposed.

Table 11 Coastal Georgia Greenway Proposal: On-road vs Off-road Segments

	County Name
	Main Line (From FL To SC)
	
	
	
	
	Spurs
	Total

	
	On-Road
	
	Off -Road
	
	Subtotal
	Off- Road
	

	
	(mile)
	(%)
	(mile)
	(%)
	(mile)
	(mile)
	(mile)

	Bryan County
	7.7
	72
	3.0
	28
	10.7
	0.0
	10.7

	Camden County
	15.5
	39
	24.2
	61
	39.7
	3.8
	43.5

	Chatham County
	18.6
	66
	9.7
	34
	28.4
	0.0
	28.4

	Glynn County
	13.6
	53
	11.9
	47
	25.5
	16.1
	41.6

	Liberty County
	4.6
	25
	13.6
	75
	18.2
	0.0
	18.2

	McIntosh County
	12.0
	41
	17.6
	59
	29.6
	0.0
	29.6

	Total
	72.0
	47
	80.1
	53
	152.1
	19.9
	171.9




Source: Computed by CGRDC staff using Coastal Ga. Greenway Alternative Report (December, 2003)

Some of the segments of the proposed Coastal Georgia Greenway (main line) do not follow

Highway 17. These are described below from south to north:

􀂃 The greenway begins in the City of St. Mary’s as an off-road path along St. Mary’s Street and Dilworth Street. The greenway is on-road segment on SR 40 north to Spur 40. The greenway is then a path along Spur 40, to an abandoned railroad corridor. A rail trail is proposed in the abandoned railroad corridor then continues as a path along Old Still Road and Colerain-St. Mary’s Road. The greenway is an on-road segment on Kinlaw Road to US Highway 17.

􀂃 Coming from Glynn County, the greenway enters as an on-road segment into the City of Darien via US Highway 17. It continues as an on-road facility on Fort King George Drive and McIntosh Road. An off-road facility is proposed along SR 99 until it intersects Highway 17.

􀂃 After running along US Highway 17 in Bryan County, an off-road segment of greenway makes a right turn and follows Sterling Creek in the City of Richmond Hill. The greenway is on-road for a short segment on SR 144. Next an off-road path is proposed in a drainage easement along Cedar Street.

􀂃 The southern segment of the greenway in Chatham County is primarily on-road along Canebrake, Argyle, Bush and Pine Barren roads. It then is proposed as a path along US Highway 80. The path continues as the Savannah and Ogeechee Canal (S&O) greenway, crossing Dean Forest Road, and Chatham Parkway. The path continues along Louisville Road. It makes a left turn on Fahm Street and continues as an on-road segment via River Street and River Street Water Front Park to US Highway 17.

The greenway proposal includes four off-road spurs (approximately 20 miles), which are described as follows:

1. Crooked River State Park - Spur: Approximately 3.8 miles from the intersection of CSX

railroad and Spur 40 to Crooked River State Park in Camden County.

2. Jekyll Island - Spur: Approximately 6.6 miles, which runs along State Route 520 from

the intersection of US Highway 17 and SR 520 to Beachview Drive on Jekyll Island.

3. St. Simons Causeway - Spur: Approximately 4.1 miles of this spur along the F. J. Torras

Causeway from US Highway 17 in Brunswick to St. Simons Island.

4. Harry Driggers Boulevard - Spur: Approximately 6.0 miles of spur running from US

Highway 17 along Harry Driggers Blvd. and Vogel Road to Spur 25 near I-95.

The Coastal Georgia Greenway Alternative as proposed in December 2003 represents a concept for a  continuous north – south bicycle and pedestrian facility through the coastal region. Discussions with Jo Hickson, the author of the report, reveal that the concept has evolved since it was proposed in a master plan prepared for the Coastal Georgia Land Trust in 1997.

The alternative published in 2003 and depicted on the attached figure shows alternating on-road and off-road segments. The facility type changed often primarily to lessen impacts on wetlands.  Where the roadway (usually Highway 17) was located on a narrow berm through wetlands, the greenway was proposed as a shoulder acility. In locations where there was dry land at the back of the wide highway right-of-way, a shared use path was proposed. Discussions at several BPAC meetings in fall 2004 questioned whether this approach is appropriate. The alternative of a continuous shoulder bikeway along the Coastal Georgia Greenway route was favored by many BPAC members. Recommendations for the development of both on and off-road bicycle and pedestrian facilities as part of the Coastal Georgia Greenway are provided in Chapter 9.

	Needs
	Recommendations
	Responsible Agency for

Implementation

	Coastal Georgia Greenway

• Improvements are needed to Highway 17 and Highway

99 to better accommodate bicyclists, pedestrians and

motorists. This north – south corridor is an important

local and regional route and is significant to regional

tourism. Shoulder improvements
	The Coastal Georgia Greenway should be listed as the top priority bicycle facility to be developed in the region.

Priorities should be established for implementing shoulder improvements with initial segments implemented on the Highway 17 Altamaha Scenic Byway in Glynn and McIntosh

counties and on segments with high traffic volumes and concentration of trip attractors.  Local governments should identify priority segments in their planning process and may

identify segments where sidewalks or

shared use paths are needed long term in addition to the paved shoulders.
	GDOT, Coastal Georgia RDC,

Cities and Counties

	C – Facility Maintenance

• Existing bicycle and pedestrian facilities need regular

maintenance.

• A mechanism is needed for bicyclists and pedestrians to

report roadway and path maintenance problems.
	• Develop a road, path, and sidewalk

sweeping and maintenance programs.

• Consider “Adopt a Bikeway” program for litter removal on shared use paths

• Establish a reporting mechanism for

maintenance needs. For example, design a form for reporting maintenance problems.  Make available through GDOT, cities, and

counties.
	GDOT, City and County public

works departments


