March 4, 2009
The Honorable Gerald M. Ross
Interim Commissioner

Georgia Department of Transportation

One Georgia Center

600 West Peachtree, NW

Atlanta, Georgia 30308

The Honorable Roy Herrington

1st Congressional District Representative

Georgia Transportation Board

Post Office Box 130

Baxley, GA  31515

RE:   Coastal Georgia Greenway

Dear Commissioner Ross:
The Coastal Georgia Greenway has submitted a 155-mile design-build, hike and bike route along Georgia’s Coast for inclusion in Georgia’s Economic Stimulus Package.  This trail will connect Georgia’s coastal communities with South Carolina and Florida as part of the East Coast Greenway.

The centerpiece is the Island Hopper Trail; a 35-mile section connecting Brunswick, Jekyll Island, St. Simons Island/Sea Island, Darien and Sapelo Island.  This section of trail has been under design study for two (2) years and overlays existing right-of-way.  The preliminary engineering cost estimates are completed and it can be “shovel-ready” within four (4) months.

The Coastal Georgia Greenway is a well-established partnership including all municipalities and counties along the Georgia coast.  It will create transportation alternatives, enhance heritage and ecotourism, and stimulate local economic growth and development. (www.coastalgeorgiagreenway.org.)
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Preliminary analysis indicates that the 155-mile trail will pay for itself within three (3) years, with a projected six percent increase in valuation in each county it traverses every year thereafter.  It will help provide safe and accessible routes for pedestrians, bikes, scooters and golf carts, will enable mobility-challenged individuals, tie together currently isolated segments of local communities, and enhance the value of residential developments.  The Coastal Georgia Greenway will immediately create significant positive economic impact for Georgia’s coastal communities.  
On behalf of the City of Brunswick, I ask that you give the proposal all fair consideration and favor the Coastal Georgia Greenway in the Georgia Economic Stimulus Package.

With best regards, I am

Sincerely,

Bryan Thompson
Mayor
BT:gm
xc:
City Commissioners

