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DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION


STATE OF GEORGIA

--------------------------------------------------


 TE PROJECT CONCEPT REPORT

GDOT Project Number:  

GDOT P.I. Number:  

FEDERAL FUNDS:     



MATCHING FUNDS:  

FISCAL YEAR PROPOSED:  2009
PROJECT SPONSOR:  Coastal Regional Commission of Georgia
CONTACT PERSON:  Jo Hickson
Date of Report:   September 15, 2009

The undersigned have reviewed the concept report:

_______ ______________________________________________

Date        State Environmental/Location Engineer

_______ ______________________________________________

Date        State Traffic Safety and Design Engineer

_______ ______________________________________________

Date        District Engineer

_______ ______________________________________________

Date        State Transportation Planning Administrator

This project concept is contained in the Regional Transportation Program (RTP) and/or in the State Transportation Improvement Program (STIP).  The concept as presented herein and submitted for approval is consistent with that which is included in the RTP and/or STIP.

(Information copies have been provided to the following offices: Engineering Services, Maintenance, Road Design, Urban Design, Bridge Design, and Right-of-Way.  Their comments are welcomed.)

P.I. No.
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TE PROJECT COMMON NAME:  The Island Hopper Trail
TE PROJECT LOCATION:  Glynn and McIntosh Counties, Georgia, from Jekyll Island, beginning on the right of way on the north side of Ben Fortson Parkway  going west from GDOT STP-0002-00(323) and under the Intra-Coastal Waterway Bridge to proceed on the existing paved shoulders (State Bike Route 10, Southern Crossing) westward and again under the bridge to the south side of Jekyll Island Road, as a shared use path to US 17, (with at grade crossings at the Georgia State Patrol Visitor Center and US 17), then, utilizing the old road bed on the east side and a new paved shoulder on US 17 on the west side to US 17 and thence north over the Sidney Lanier Bridge on existing paved shoulders and under the bridge at Liberty Ship Park (City of Brunswick) to the west side of US 17 and proceeding  as a shared use path to Gloucester Street at Howard Coffin Park (with at-grade intersections at Conservation Way, 4th Avenue, Gloucester Street and US 17) crossing to Overlook Park on the east side of US 17 and proceeding as a shared use path to the existing Torras Causeway Trail and Visitor Center (with an at grade crossing at the signalized intersection at Torras Causeway).  Then continuing on the east side of US 17 to Cypress Mill Creek where a new pedestrian/bicycle bridge will be constructed and thence northward with new pedestrian/bicycle bridges at an unnamed tidal creek and then Cedar Point Creek, the existing culverts at Hog Crawl Creek and the next unnamed tidal creek will be extended; and new pedestrian/bicycle bridges will be built at the next northward three unnamed tidal creeks.  At SR 99 the shared use path will cross to the west side of US 17 at an at-grade intersection, and thence as a shared use path to and under the South Altamaha River Bridge, northbound, (and entering McIntosh County and the City of Darien and in accordance with the City of Darien Master Plan approved, 4/09), and on the existing paved bridge shoulders and again under the bridge (northbound) to a shared use path on the west side of US 17 to the Champney River and crossing under the bridge (northbound) and on existing paved bridge shoulders and thence as new paved shoulders (northbound to the Darien Visitor Center (old dairy barn) on Butler Island and an at grade crossing) and southbound a new paved shoulder to the existing recreation bridge on the west side of the Butler River Bridge.  From the Darien Visitor Center a shared use path will proceed on the west side to the Darien River Bridge where the northbound route will proceed under the bridge and thence on existing bridge paved shoulders to the Darien Waterfront Park northbound crossing under the bridge and thence on Screven Street to First Street and west to the City of Darien’s historic trailhead building.  From the trailhead building, the southbound route proceeds on-road eastward and back to US 17 and the Darien River Bridge.  The existing City of Darien bike route and pedestrian trail leads from US 17 on Fort King George Street, east and north to Fort King George and thence on McIntosh Blvd to SR 99 and GDOT Project CSHPP-0007-00(635), (known as Highlander Trail Phase I, project Concept Report approved June 4, 2009) at mile 4.03, and continues north 0.30 miles to the intersection of SR 99 and Bond Road at mile 4.33; and thence GDOT Project TEE-0008-00(177), (known as Highlander Trail Phase II, Project Concept Report approved August 17, 2009) continues north 2.28 miles on the east side on the SR 99 right of way to mile 6.61 at the undeveloped right of way of Harts Avenue on the east side of SR 99 and existing paved Scott Drive on the west side of SR 99.  Thence, continuing 3.12 miles as a bike route on SR 99 and an eight foot paved pedestrian path on the east side to Landing Road.  Then east as an on-road facility to the Sapelo Island ferry dock and visitor center. 
(Note from the Needwood Church in Glynn County to the Sapelo Island Visitor Center the proposed facilities lie within the Altamaha Scenic/Historic Byway).
TE PROJECT CONCEPT [DESCRIPTION]:

The Island Hopper Trail is a multi-use shared use path and paved shoulder bicycle facility for a segment of the Coastal Georgia Greenway, to become a part of the East Coast Greenway consisting of bi0directional 6.5-ft asphalt paved shoulders with 18: rumble strips, 8-ft concrete paved pedestrian path, and 10-ft asphalt paved off-road shared use path as described above, from Jekyll Island to the intersection of US 17 and thence northward SR 99 and thence as a pedestrian corridor and bike route on the east side of SR 99 to Landing Road and an on-road bicycle facility on Landing Road to the Sapelo Island ferry and visitor center.  On the Jekyll Island Causeway and US 17 with a typical section 10' path 8' off e.o.p. at existing slope of shoulder then going down at 4:1 for fill; and where indicated above as a paved shoulder the GDOT typical section for bike path on shoulders is a 6.5-foot paved shoulder with a 8" gap and a 16" rumble strip in between bike lane on outside of paved shoulder and the edge of travel lane for cars.
From Landing Road north, future construction of the Coastal Georgia Greenway will continue as funding becomes available, to connect the Highlander Trail on SR 99 back to US 17 in Eulonia and thence to South Carolina.  From the Jekyll Island Causeway at US 17 the Coastal Georgia Greenway will continue south to St. Marys and via the Cumberland Sound ferry to Fernandina Beach, Florida.  The Island Hopper Trail connects to State Bicycle Routes:  95 and 10.
Changes to Existing Contitions:

The project will add a 10-foot asphalt shared use path and double 6.5-foot paved shoulders where indicated above to the right of way of the Jekyll Island Causeway and US 17.  It will add a three to eight foot wide concrete sidewalk to the right of way of SR 99 on the east side of the highway.  Where roadside ditches exist the shoulder of the road will be widened and the ditch reconfigured to accommodate the above new facilities and drainage requirements.  As needed, dust pans will be constructed at private driveways to prevent gravel and dirt from accumulating on the trail;  and the trail cross-section is designed to accommodate vehicular crossing of the new facilities at private driveways.  Where necessary, wooden boardwalks and bridges will be constructed to cross drainage ditches, tidal creeks and rivers.  There will be no changes from the existing condition in the number of lanes on the Jekyll Island causeway, US 17 or SR 99.  Except for the bridge crossing a tidal creek on the Jekyll Island causeway, there will be no changes from the existing condition of lane width, lane configuration, curb location, parking layout or lighting.  On the bridge crossing a tidal creek on the Jekyll causeway, the bridge will be marked on the west side for two-way bicycle/pedestrian access and the two lanes for  vehicular traffic will be shifted to the east on the existing bridge with pavement striping and signage for safety.  
Posted Speed Limits and Design Speed:

Beginning at mile 08.64 US 17 and the Jekyll Causeway in Glynn County to SR 99 at 2.99 in McIntosh County the posted speed limits on the adjacent roadway are 55, 50, 45, 40 and 35.  Travel on the proposed shared use path, paved shoulders and paved sidewalk will be prohibited by motorized vehicles with the exception of electrically powered ADA scooters for single passenger handicapped individuals.
Streetlignts and Utility Poles

No pedestrian or bicycle streetlights are to be constructed under the project.  Utility poles will be relocated where necessary to be more than fifteen feet from the paved edge of SR 99.  Where paved shoulders are to be constructed on US 17, utility poles will be relocated where necessary to be more than eight and one-half feet from the paved edge and where a shared use path is to be constructed the utility poles will be relocated, where necessary, to be two feet from the path and not less than eight feet from the paved edge of the travel way.  Except between the foot of the Sidney Lanier Bridge and within the City of Brunswick (in some areas) also between the Darien River Bridge and SR 99 (and on existing  bridges), there are no other roadside curbs in the project area.
Irrigation System:
Median Landscaping, including no large trees, will be provided along 4 miles (alternating with and without landscaping), between the Torras Causeway north to Sherwood Forest Circle (south).  Irrigation bags  will be installed and a two-year landscape maintenance period will be required.
Laneage Modifications:

Except on the Jekyll Island cauesway bridge over a tidal creek, no laneage modifications are proposed in the project area.

Parking:

No parking spaces will be added or modified in the project area.  Public parking spaces are available at numerous places including:  the Jekyll Convention Center; the Visitor Centers (Jekyll and Brunswick); Liberty Ship Park; Howard Coffin Park; Marshes of Glynn Overlook Park; Hofwyl Broadfield Plantation;  Darien Visitor Center (old dairy barn); Darien Waterfront Park; Darien Historic Trailhead Building; Fort King George State Historic Site; Blue N Hall Boat Ramp; and the Sapelo Island Visitor Center.  
PROPOSED TYPICAL SECTION:

See Attachment ### for proposed typical sections for the 8-foot wide concrete path; 10-foot wide asphalt shared use path; and 6.5-foot wide asphalt paved shoulders with an 8" gap and a 16" rumble strip.  See Attachment ## , proposed construction plans labeled “Coastal Georgia Greenway, McIntosh County – Darien to Sapelo Landing Road,” Sheets C1-C7 for details of the proposed sidewalk on SR 99 including relocation of utility poles.  No large trees are proposed to be removed from the right of way from construction of the project.
MAJOR STRUCTURES [BRIDGES, IF APPLICABLE]:  

The existing paved shoulders will be utilized for pedestrian and/or bicycle use on the following bridges:  Intra-coastal Waterway, and an un-named tidal creek on the Jekyll Island Causeway; on US 17, the Sidney Lanier Bridge, also bridges over the South Altamaha River, Champney River, utilize the Existing recreation bridge (southbound) over the Butler River and the existing Highway Bridge over the Butler River (northbound); and Darien River.
Build new pedestrian/bicycle 12-foot wide wooden bridges with handrails over the following, south to north on US 17:  Cypress Mill Creek; un-named tidal creek; Cedar Point Creek; Hog Crawl Creek; and four un-named tidal creeks.  On SR 99 build a new pedestrian /bicycle bridge over an un-named tidal creek just south of Landing Road.
On SR 99, build approximately 660 linear feet of 10-foot wide wooden boardwalks and one 10-foot wide x 50 linear feet wooden bridge with handrails.
PERMITS REQUIRED:  A stream buffer variance will be required.  No other permits are required for construction of the project, including, Section 404, GDOT driveway, etc.  No driveways will be consolidated as a result of the project.  (See correspondence to US COE, USFW, GDNR and SHPO requesting concurrence:  concurrence letters from review agencies will be forwarded upon receipt).  Also see GHPD Correspondence 12/12/07, and Park; USFW correspondence 12/12/07, regarding the 2.2-mile trail between Sidney Lanier Bridge and Howard Coffin Park, “The Liberty Ship Trail.”  Also in this area there are no Hazardous Wastes, Noise impact, air quality impact or Section 404 Permits required.  Also see attached approved Concept reports for P.I. 0007635 & P.I. 0008177 (Highlander Trail Phases I & II).
LEVEL OF ENVIRONMENTAL ANALYSIS:  
The project qualifies for CATEGORIAL EXCLUSION

SECTION 4(f)/SECTION 106 INVOLVEMENT: IF YES, LIST RESOURCES

Section 4(f) Involvement:

Glynn – Jekyll Island State Park
· Liberty Ship City Park

· Howard Coffin City Park

· Marshes of Glynn City Park

· Hofwyl-Boradfield State Historic Site

McIntosh – 
Darien Waterfront Park



Fort King George State Historic Site



Sapelo Island Ferry and Visitor Center

Section 106 Involvement


Glynn – 
Archaeology

Historic

Historic Bridge




9GN-87

Hofwyl Broadfield

127-0007-0





National Register

Cedar Point





GN-64



Bridge






GN-65







GN-66







GN-67







GN-68






GN-69







GN-70







GN-287







GN-290







GN-292

McIntosh - 
9 McI-45

Reames General

191-0007-0



9 McI-86

Store demolished
            Darien River  






By owner


Bridge







McI-134






“The Ridge” NR Historic
191-0006-0






District


Butler River






McI-143


Bridge






West Darien NR






Historic District







McI -393






McI- 394







McI-395







IF-1







McI-104

McI-108

McI-109

OTHER KNOWN OR SUSPECTED ENVIRONMENTAL ISSUES

There are no other known or suspected environmental issues in the project area such as underground storage tanks, endangered or threatened species habitat, or wetlands.  
LEVEL OF PUBLIC INVOLVEMENT

Two public meetings on the project were held during the planning process under the grant for the Coastal Georgia Greenway Trail, Section IV, McIntosh County, STP-0000-00(538):  TE 021112-002, which included the route along SR 99.  
DESIGN STANDARDS TO BE USED:  AASHTO, GDOT, FHWA PEDSAFE and ADA
DESIGN VARIANCES REQUIRED:  Stream Buffer Variance
OTHER GDOT PROJECTS IN IMMEDIATE VICINITY OF TE PROJECT: 

STP-0000-00(538):  TE 021112-002

STP-0002-00(323)
TEE0006-00(537)

CSTEE-0009-00(063)

CSHPP-0007-00(635)

TEE-0008-00(177)
CONCEPT TEAM MEETING HELD [OPTIONAL] AND PERSONS PRESENT:  None
FIELD REVIEW HELD [OPTIONAL]:  None
RAILROAD INVOLVEMENT:   None
UTILITIES: 

Communications:  Darien Telephone Company, Comcast, AT&T
Power:  Georgia Power Company

Water and Sewer:  City of Darien, City of Brunswick
COMMENTS:

ATTACHMENTS: 
A:  Project Area Map 
B:  Project Layout 
C:  Existing and Proposed Typical Sections 
D:  Cost Estimate
E:  Public Meeting Minutes

F:  Agency Review Correspondence
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