Coastal Georgia Greenway 

Economic Impact Summary
http://coastalgeorgiagreenway.org/CGG_2003.pdf

During the launch of the Coastal Georgia Greenway (CGG) project, the Center for Regional Analysis at Armstrong Atlantic State University conducted a market study that included an economic impact assessment extending through 2025. The greenway is currently planned to be 161 miles in length, extending from Savannah to St. Marys where the trail connects to Florida via ferry to Fernandina, Florida.  This Georgia segment is a component of the 3,000 mile East Coast Greenway stretching from Calais, Maine to Key West, Florida.

The 161 miles of the Georgia component of the East Coast Greenway is the Coastal Georgia Greenway (CGG). The CGG and its 200 miles of connector trails will provide users with an unparalleled opportunity to experience the unique coastal Georgia environment and habitat. The pedestrian, bicycle, equestrian, and water trails that will link Savannah with St. Marys will serve as a highly valuable greenway and blueway (streams & rivers) resource for the state, its residents and visitors. Especially salient during this challenging economic time in Georgia is the effect that an injection of federal stimulus dollars to fund the construction of the CGG will have on the state economy. 
The $100 million Coastal Georgia Greenway will provide a wide range of benefits, ranging from immediate job and income creation along with increased property values to less easily quantified improvements in community health, quality of life, social fabric, environmental cleanliness and preservation of green space.  The CGG will provide its six host counties (Chatham, Bryan, Liberty, McIntosh, Glynn, and Camden) with an economic stimulus that will inject millions of dollars into the region and support over 1,400 construction-related jobs at the outset of shovel-ready projects for local contractors. Moreover, state and local governments can expect an economic ripple effect that will create additional tax revenue from increased labor income, retail sales, and property values.
The economic impact has, at its foundation, a number of underlying assumptions.  The number of trail users is estimated under two scenarios regarding capacity utilization and the distribution of local and non-local trail users.  These assumptions affect the overall number of trail users and the volume of expenditures injected into the regional economy.  Other relevant issues include anticipated special events as well as construction and maintenance expenditures.

In addition to the economic benefits the Coastal Georgia Greenway will generate, the trail can also contribute to the improved health of Georgia’s citizens, thereby reducing long-term health care costs borne by the state.  It is well documented that transportation and land use choices are having a significant effect on health care issues facing the country. For example, the U.S. Department of Transportation released results from the 2001 National Highway Transportation Survey that indicated that for the first time, the number of vehicles per household exceeded the number of drivers (NHTS, 2002). In addition, Neergaard (2003) reports that people living in sprawled-out suburbs, where residents tend to drive rather than walk or bicycle to fulfill basic transportation needs, are more likely to suffer from hypertension and weigh more than their counterparts in dense or compact areas (Ewing, et al., 2003).

Fourteen key findings, roughly updated for the passage of five years since the AASU study was released, are presented below. 
The Coastal Georgia Greenway and Georgia’s Economy:
Construction expenditures of $100 million are projected to have an immediate impact that will:

Support 1,400 jobs earning $45.8 million in labor income.

Generate $136 million in business revenue and $3.2 million in tax revenue.  

he Greenway will:
Attract approximately 220,000 user-days in 2015 and 495,000 user-days in 2020.

Generate expenditures per user per day of between $22.41 and $29.23.  
Assuming that 80% of trail users are non-local residents (High Scenario), the CGG will annually:  

Add $7.9 million to business revenue in 2015, rising to $17.2 million in 2020.

Support 133 jobs in 2015, rising to 285 jobs in 2020.

Generate $2.8 million in labor income in 2015, rising to $5.9 million in 2020.

Generate $467,000 in state and local tax revenue in 2015, rising to $1 million in 2020.

The impact is projected to increase by 2.5% per year after 2020.

Assuming that 50% of trail users are local residents (Low Scenario), the CGG will annually:

Add $5.7 million to business revenue in 2015, rising to $11.7 million in 2020.

Support 95 trail related jobs in 2015, rising to 192 jobs in 2020.

Generate $2.0 million in labor income in 2015, rising to $4.0 million in 2020.

Generate $332,000 in state and local tax revenue in 2015, rising to $676,000 in 2020.

The impact is projected to increase by 2.5% per year after 2020.  
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