Determination of Rural and Urban Population Affected by the Projects
The Coastal Georgia Greenway Segments I.A and I.B were evaluated based on their potential to affect persons residing in urbanized areas or rural areas, as defined by the U.S. Census Bureau. The analysis was conducted using county level data from the American Community Survey (ACS) program administered by the U.S. Census Bureau.

The U.S. Census Bureau reports on the proportion of the population residing in urban and rural areas for decennial census years. The most recent data available is from 2000.  It is assumed that the proportions have remained fixed between 2000 and 2008. This assumption allows for the estimation of the proportion of the 2008 population data residing in urban and rural areas. The proportion report in the 2000 census is applied to the estimated population in 2008.  The estimated population in 2008 is from the U.S. Census Bureau’s population estimates program.

At the county level, an estimated 85% (313,530) of the population affected by the project resides in urban areas, while 15% (56,102) reside in rural areas. The proportions vary by project.  For the SAV to RH project, 89% of the population is in urban areas, while 11% is in rural areas.  For the Island Hopper project, 70% of the population is in urban areas, while 30% is in rural areas.
	Urban and Rural Population: County Data



	Area
	Population
	Population
	Urban Population
	Percent Urban
	Rural Population
	Percent Rural
	Projected Urban
	Projected Rural

	Data Year
	2000
	2008
	2000
	2000, 2008
	2000
	2000, 2008
	2008
	2008

	
	
	 
	 
	
	 
	
	
	

	Segment I.B
	255,465 
	282,293 
	228,488 
	89%
	26,977 
	11%
	249,574 
	32,719 

	Bryan
	23,417 
	31,173 
	9,261 
	40%
	14,156 
	60%
	12,328 
	18,845 

	Chatham
	232,048 
	251,120 
	219,227 
	94%
	12,821 
	6%
	237,245 
	13,875 

	
	
	 
	 
	
	 
	
	
	

	Segment I.A
	   78,415 
	87,339 
	54,716 
	70%
	 23,699 
	30%
	60,943 
	26,396 

	Glynn
	67,568 
	75,884 
	51,846 
	77%
	15,722 
	23%
	58,227 
	17,657 

	McIntosh
	10,847 
	11,455 
	2,870 
	26%
	7,977 
	74%
	3,031 
	8,424 

	
	
	 
	 
	
	 
	
	
	

	Combined Projects
	333,880 
	369,632 
	283,204 
	85%
	50,676 
	15%
	313,530 
	56,102 

	United States (000)
	281,422 
	304,060 
	222,358 
	79%
	59,064 
	21%
	
	


The analysis was also conducted at the census tract level. The population of the census tract was assumed to grow at the same rate that the county grew between 2000 and 2008. Thus, the growth rate of the county between the 2000 census data and the 2008 population estimate data was applied to the 2000 census tract data to estimate tract-level populations in 2008.

At the census tract level, an estimated 69% (70,991) of the population affected by the project resides in urban areas, while 31% (30,013) reside in rural areas. The proportions vary by project.  For Segment I.B, 77% of the population is in urban areas, while 23% is in rural areas.  For Segment I.A, 61% of the population is in urban areas, while 39% is in rural areas.

The analysis conducted at the census tract level reveals that a larger proportion of the population affected by trail resides in rural areas than implied by the county level analysis.  Given that the projects are more likely to go through more rural areas of counties, this is as expected.

	Urban and Rural Population: Census Tract Data



	Area
	Tract
	Population
	Population
	Urban Population
	Percent Urban
	Rural Population
	Percent Rural
	Projected Urban
	Projected Rural

	Data Year
	
	2000
	2008
	2000
	2000, 
2008
	2000
	2000, 2008
	2008
	2008

	
	
	
	 
	 
	 
	 
	
	
	

	Segment I.B
	-
	44,287 
	58,955 
	33,986 
	77%
	10,301 
	23%
	45,243 
	13,713 

	Bryan
	9203
	14,508 
	19,313 
	9,261 
	64%
	5,247 
	36%
	12,328 
	6,985 

	Chatham
	1
	1,141 
	1,519 
	1,141 
	100%
	 -   
	0%
	1,519 
	 -   

	Chatham
	3
	2,276 
	3,030 
	2,276 
	100%
	-   
	0%
	3,030 
	-   

	Chatham
	6.01
	4,037 
	5,374 
	4,037 
	100%
	 -   
	0%
	5,374 
	-   

	Chatham
	105.01
	4,585 
	6,104 
	4,201 
	92%
	384 
	8%
	5,592 
	511 

	Chatham
	106.04
	1,109 
	1,476 
	1,109 
	100%
	-   
	0%
	1,476 
	-   

	Chatham
	106.05
	-   
	-   
	-   
	-
	-   
	-
	-   
	-   

	Chatham
	108.02
	2,216 
	2,950 
	-   
	0%
	2,216 
	100%
	-   
	2,950 

	Chatham
	108.03
	6,084 
	8,099 
	5,265 
	87%
	819 
	13%
	7,009 
	1,090 

	Chatham
	108.04
	8,331 
	11,090 
	6,696 
	80%
	1,635 
	20%
	8,914 
	2,177 

	
	
	
	 
	 
	 
	 
	
	
	

	Segment I.A
	-
	37,877 
	42,049 
	23,098 
	61%
	14,779 
	39%
	25,748 
	16,300 

	McIntosh
	9902
	3,771 
	3,982 
	412 
	11%
	3,359 
	89%
	435 
	3,547 

	McIntosh
	9903
	3,538 
	3,736 
	2,458 
	69%
	1,080 
	31%
	2,596 
	1,141 

	Glynn
	4.02
	9,063 
	10,178 
	4,486 
	49%
	4,577 
	51%
	5,038 
	5,140 

	Glynn
	5.01
	3,928 
	4,411 
	3,928 
	100%
	-   
	0%
	4,411 
	-   

	Glynn
	5.02
	7,166 
	8,048 
	7,166 
	100%
	-   
	0%
	8,048 
	-   

	Glynn
	9
	4,263 
	4,788 
	4,263 
	100%
	-   
	0%
	4,788 
	-   

	Glynn
	10
	6,148 
	6,905 
	385 
	6%
	5,763 
	94%
	432 
	6,472 

	
	
	
	 
	 
	
	 
	
	
	

	Combined Projects
	82,164 
	101,004 
	57,084 
	69%
	25,080 
	31%
	70,991
	30,013

	United States (000)
	281,422 
	304,060 
	222,358 
	79%
	59,064 
	21%
	-
	-


